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WHEN DID PETER THE GREAT ORDER
BEARDS SHAVED?* **
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At first glance, the question of the exact date of the beard shaving decree might
seem insignificant or too narrow. In reality, however, this tiny issue could play
an important role in discussions of how Russia was transformed in the late sev-
enteenth and early eighteenth centuries. Oddly enough, there is no consensus
on the date when Peter ordered his subjects to shave their beards in scholarly
literature. The author of this article summarises all the available sources on this
subject, both those previously used by historians and those he has uncovered,
including documents from Peter’s personal chancellery, the Privy Chancellery,
the Moscow chancelleries and local authorities, as well as testimonies of contem-
poraries (Zhelyabuzhskii’s diary, the autobiography of Prince Boris Kurakin, the
diary of Johann Georg Korb, etc.). The author concludes that, on the one hand,
the introduction of beard shaving was apparently conceived by Peter the Great
during his Grand Embassy or immediately afterwards. On the other hand, con-
siderable tangential evidence and financial accounts of the Moscow chancelleries
confirm that a formal prohibition on wearing beards apparently had not existed
before the decree of January 1705. Consequently, the author assumes that beard
shaving was gradually introduced in Russia. Peter first planted the idea in the
minds of members of the elite through playful shaving spectacles and personal-
ised oral decrees, allowing its diffusion among ever widening circles of people. By
the end of 1704, Peter might have concluded that his subjects were prepared for
a legislative ban on maintaining a beard. Indeed, by the time Peter’s famous 1705
decree was announced in Russian cities, many of his subjects had already parted
with their facial hair, and they did so voluntarily.

Keywords: Peter the Great; the Petrine epoch; cultural reforms; beard shaving;
power and society; everyday practices.
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BOIIPOC MOXKET UTPATh HEMATIOBAKHYIO PO/Ib B MOfeu Ipeobpasosanust Poc-
cum Ko XVII - nepsoit yersepty XVIII B. B Hay4HOIT mMTepaType HET TOY-
HOTO OJJHO3HAYHOTO OTBETA Ha BOIIPOC, Korga IleTp I ykasan cBoum nopanHbIM
6pntb 6opopbl. B cTaTbe 0600IAI0TCS BCe MMEIIMECs] Ha 9TOT CYeT MCTOY-
HMKI, KaK M3BECTHBIE, TAK 11 BHOBb OTKPbITHIE: JOKyMeHThI Kabuuera Iletpal,
bmwkHelt kaHIenApuy, MOCKOBCKMX IIPUKA30B I OPTaHOB MECTHOTO yIIpaBJie-
HIsL, @ TAKOKe CBUIETENIbCTBA COBPEMEHHIKOB («IHEBHBIE 3arnCcKi» JKers16yx-
ckoro, aBrobuorpadus kusass b.V. Kypakuna, gaesnux V. Kop6a gp.). IToka-
3aHO, 4TO, XOTs BBefeHne 6pagobpurus B Poccun 6bu10 3agymano Ilerpom I
BO BpeMsA Benmkoro moconbcTBa MIM Cpasy IOC/IE HETO, MHOTME KOCBEHHBIE
JaHHBIE ¥ KOMIUIEKC (DMHAHCOBBIX OTYETOB MOCKOBCKMX IIPMKA30B IIO3BO/IAIOT
YBEPEHHO YTBEP)KAATh, YTO (POPMATBHOTO BCEOOIIEro 3alpeleHns] HOLICHIsI
6op011b1 He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO JI0 3HAMEHMUTOTO yKasa AHBapsA 1705 r. [Tonyuennbie
IaHHbIE [TO3BO/IWIN CAE/IATh BBIBOJ O IIOCTEIIEHHOM XapaKTepe BBefeHMs Opa-
mo6puTys B meTpoBcKoit Poccuu. OHO HacaXK/jalloch CHAYasIa B lIUTAPHOI Cpe-
Jie TIOCPECTBOM LIYTOBCKUX OpafoOpUTHIl 1 IIEPCOHAIBHBIX YCTHBIX YKA30B,
a 3aTeM II0 LIeII0YKe PaCIpOCTPAHSIIOCH 11 B G0jIee MMPOKUX Kpyrax. Boamox-
HO, K KOHIly 1704 1. TleTp I mpuiuen K MbICIM O TOM, 9TO €T0 IOJJaHHbIE YoKe
JOCTATOYHO MOZITOTOBJIEHBI K 3aIIpelljeHIMI0 HOIIeHN 60pOJ Ha yPOBHE 3aKOHO-
JaTeNnbCTBa. JlelicTBUTENbHO, K MOMEHTY, KOora B 1705 I. B pOCCUIICKMX TOpOfiaX
ObUI OI7IAllleH 3HAMEHNTHIIT yKa3 [leTpa, MHOIVE ero MOfAHHbIE YXKe YCIIe/n
paccTaThbesi CO CBOMMIY 6OPOaMIL, IIPIYEM COBEPIIEHHO JOOPOBOIBHO.

Kniouesvie cnosa: Iletp Benukuit; IleTpoBckas 3moxa; KynbTypHbIe pedOpMBI;
6pagobpuTie; BIACTb 1 001eCTBO; IOBCEIHEBHBIE TPAKTHUKIA.

The question posed in this article’s title might surprise readers. Indeed,
there is a massive amount of popular and academic literature on Peter the
Great, and it is the rare historian who has ignored such landmark reforms as
the shaving of beards and the transition from the traditional national mode
of dress to the Western European style, which have become emblematic of
the Petrine cultural revolution and Peter’s reforms generally. Is it necessary
to write a scholarly article about the date when Peter ordered his subjects to
shave their beards when answering this question requires merely cracking
open any book on Peter or grabbing a dusty old textbook from off the shelf?

Oddly enough, however, there is no consensus on the issue in the schol-
arly literature. Some historians, such as Nikolai Ustrialov, Sergei Solovyov,
and Grigorii Esipov, agreed that the decree on beard shaving was issued
immediately after Peter returned from his Grand Embassy in September
1698. They were not troubled by the fact that the first known decree on
beard shaving dates only to 1705 [IIC3. T. 4. Ne 2015]: they believed the
original decree had simply not been found [Ycrpsnos, t. 3, c. 195; Ecunos,
T. 2, c. 163, 174; Muxsesuy, T. 2, 79; Bunkiep, c. 168; Ymkos, c. 333-334;
Pynenxo, MurkeBnd, c. 44-46]. According to a second point of view, voiced
by Evgeny Anisimov and Anatoly Shashkov, the first decree on beard shav-
ing was promulgated in 1700, along with the famous decree on European
dress of 4 January 1700 [IIC3. T. 4. Ne 1741], while the decree issued on
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16 January 1705 was merely a reitera-
tion [Anisimov, p. 218-219; lllamkos,
c. 301]. Finally, there is a third scholarly
opinion: that the 16 January 1705 de-
cree was the first decree on beard shav-
ing [Hughes, p. 24; Axenves, Tpedunos,
c. 156-157].

At first glance, the question of the
exact date of the beard shaving decree
might seem insignificant or rather
narrow. In reality, however, this tiny
issue could play an important role in
discussions of how Russia was trans-
formed in the late seventeenth and ear-
ly eighteenth centuries. This is clearly
illustrated by Solovyov’s conception, according to which the Petrine re-
forms were a well-planned and thoroughly conceived programme for
Europeanizing Russia. Solovyov argued that the introduction of beard
shaving occupied a special place because it marked the beginning of the
active phase of Europeanization. Returning from the Grand Embassy
in late August 1698, Peter realized the rebellious streltsy (musketeers)
were ‘only an armed force, backed by a mass of people hostile to reform’
But Peter was ‘ready to fight to the death; he [was] aroused, boiling; he
would stop at nothing; he would attack, seize, and trample the banner
of his enemies. This banner was the beard, this banner was the old long
dress’ It was no accident that Peter launched the Europeanization of
Russia by transforming the external appearance of his subjects. Solovy-
ov explains it as follows: ‘Man tries to express his state of mind, feelings,
views, and aspirations mainly in his appearance, clothing, and hairstyle.
Once the superiority of the foreigner and the duty to learn from him has
been recognized, imitation immediately manifests itself, naturally and
necessarily beginning with appearance, with clothing and hair dressing.
During the ‘“first movement towards the West’ in the reign of Boris Go-
dunov, Russians began imitating the outward appearance of Europeans.
Beard shaving emerged then as well. This, however, provoked a reaction
among adherents of the old ways against ‘foreign, prodigal, and disgust-
ing practices. Thus, ‘the beard was made a banner in the struggle be-
tween the two parties, and it [was] clear that when the party of the new
won, its first act would be to bring down the enemy banner’. Hence, it
was no accident that the Petrine reforms, aimed at Europeanizing Rus-
sian, had begun with beard shaving and exchanging the Russian man-
ner of dress for the European dress. ‘Entering the European arena, one
naturally had to wear European dress as well, [since] it was a question of
which family of nations to belong to, European or Asian, and, accord-
ingly, of wearing the clothing and sign of this family’ [Conosbes, T. 7,
c. 549-550; T. 8, c. 100-101].

Countermarked beard tax token. 1705
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If, however, we imagine the introduction of beard shaving in Russia
dates not to 1698 but to 1705, the picture Solovyov paints cannot be histori-
cally accurate. Indeed, if Peter had ordered beards shaved after reforming
the municipal administration, introducing a new calendar, reforming the
army, founding St Petersburg, and effecting other changes, then perhaps
beard shaving did not have such central significance for him? Perhaps he
did not have such a principled, rigid attitude to the issue? Perhaps the Euro-
peanization of his subjects’ appearance was implemented not as abruptly as
Solovyov imagined, but gradually, calmly, and carefully, in several stages?

In this article, I will try to answer the question of when exactly Peter the
Great issued the decree on compulsory beard shaving for his subjects.

* ok ok

First of all, I must define the chronological limits of my search. We can
identify two dates that clearly demarcate the introduction of beard shaving
in Russia. The first is 26 August 1698, the date of Peter’s return from his
Grand Embassy, when, according to a report made by the Austrian envoy
Guarient and the diary of his secretary, Korb, the tsar personally cut the
beards of the boyars who had come to greet him. Beard shaving could not
have been introduced earlier than this date. There are several pieces of in-
direct evidence that corroborate this. One of them is found in the case of
Abbot Avraamii of the Andreevsky Monastery.

In late December 1696 or early January 1697, Abbot Avraamii sent
Peter the Great a letter in which he criticized the autocrat’s actions. Af-
ter reading it, the tsar ordered Avraamii’s immediate arrest. The inves-
tigation, conducted at the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery from January
to March 1697, revealed that Avraamii’s text had been inspired by con-
versations with friends and acquaintances who had visited him in his
monastery cell. Several of them - clerks Ignatii Bubnov, Nikifor Krenev,
and Kuzma Rudnev, and peasants Ivan and Roman Pososkhov - were
arrested. The investigation concluded the men had criticized the tsar for
‘obscene amusements, ‘jokes and deeds displeasing to God... which he
ought to forbid his subjects, but which he perpetrates himself’' unfair
trials, bribery and red tape in the chancelleries, and the fact that the tsar
had become ‘immensely stubborn, did not heed or take any ‘good advice’
from his mother, wife, confessor, and others, and did not ‘deign to live’ in
his palace in Moscow. It is worth noting, however, that neither Avraamii’s
letter nor the case files contain any mention of beard shaving and replac-
ing Russian dress with European clothing [PTAZTA. ®. 371. Om. 2. Cr6.
484. J1. 4-34; baknaHoBa, c. 145-146; Tonmukosa, 1957, c. 77-86; Cracraft,
p. 19-20].

We must now identify the second date that will help us establish the pe-
riod during which beard shaving was introduced in Russia. The first known
decree on beard shaving is dated 16 January 1705. (I have been unable to

! Avraamii had in mind Peter’s Unholy Council (for more details, see: [Zitser]).
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find any earlier decree among the documents of Peter the Great’s personal
chancellery and the other chancelleries or in the books of decrees). This
decree proclaims:

Ha Mockse 1 BO Bcex ropojiax 1lapeiBOpIiaM, U JBOPOBBIM, I TOPOJIOBBIM,
U IPUKA3HBIM BCAKMX YMHOB CITY>KMBBIM JIIO[AM, X TOCTAM, ¥ TOCTMHHOM COT-
HJI, Y YE€PHBIX CJI000] IOCAICKUM JIIOfIAM BCEM CKas3arTh, YTOO BIPEb C Cero
€ro BeJIVIKOTO rOCyaaps yKasa 60pozbl U ycbl Opun. A 6yge KTo 60pof 1 ycoB
OpUTb He IOXOTAT, a MOXOTAT XOAUTb C OOPOJAMY U C yCaMI, U C TeX MMarThb
C IapeABOPILOB, U C IBOPOBBIX, ! C TOPOMIOBBIX, X BCAKUX YMHOB CIYKUIBIX
¥ IPUKa3HBIX JII0felt 10 60 py06ieii ¢ 4eloBeKa, ¢ TOCTeN U ¢ TOCTMHHON COTHU
nepBblA cTarby 0 100 pyOieil ¢ YeloBeKa, CpeiHell ¥ MEHIIell CTaTby, KOTO-
pble IUIATAT JeCATHLA JeHbru MeHblle 100 py6eii, ¢ TOPTroBBIX, 1 OCaCKIX
mofeit o 60 py6eii, TpeThbs CTaTbdA, C MOCACKUX Xe, U ¢ OOAPCKUX JTIOfel,
U C AMINUKOB, ¥ C U3BO3YMKOB, I C LIEPKOBHBIX TPUYETHMUKOB, KPOMeE IIOIIOB
U IbSIKOHOB, ¥ BCAKVX YMHOB C MOCKOBCKVX >KuTeseil mo 30 py6ieii ¢ gerno-
BeKa Ha rof. VI paBaTth um us ITpukasa 3eMCKMX Jiel 3HaKM, a [JIA TeX 3HaKOB
V1 LA 3aIUCKI IIPUXOAUTD MM B ITpukas 3eMcKux fent 6e3 MOT4aHMs, a B TOPO-
Iax B IPMKAa3HbIA U30BL, a Te 3HaKM HOCUTb UM Ha cebe. VI B IIpukase seMmckux
Ies, ¥ B TOPOJaX, B IPMKA3HBIX U30aX YYMHUTD TOMY 3aIlVICHBIA U NIPUXOH-
HBISl KHUTU. A C KPeCTbAH MMaTh Be3fie 110 BOPOTaM MOLUIMHY MO 2 JIeHbIU
¢ 60popbl 1O BCA [HY, KaK HU IOMAYT B TOPOI M 3a rOpof, a 6e3 MOMIINH
KPeCTbsIH B BOPOTax, B TOPOJ, 1 3a TOPOJ, OTHIO[b He MPONycKaTh. VI 0 ToM
IJIs BefloMa II0 BOPOTAaM C CETro BEIMKAro rocymaps ykasy HpUOUTH IIMCbMA,
a B TOpOJIa BOEBOJAM TIOC/IATh €T0 BETMKATrO TOCYAapsA IPaMoThL. <...>. A 6yzie
KTO 13 IJapeIBOPLOB, U U3 IPafiCKNX, ¥ U3 MPUKA3HBIX, M U3 MOCATCKUX IO~
Iell I0X0YeT XOMUTb ¢ 6OPOOI0, ¥ eMy OIIs B3ATbA 3HaKa exaTb K Mockse
u aBuTbcs B IIpukase 3emckux gen. A B Cubupckue u B IToMmopckie ropopst
3Haky mocath ¢ Mocksbl [IIC3. T. 4. Ne 2015]2.

2 Henceforth, with this the great sovereign’s decree, all courtiers, officials, military ser-
vicemen, chancellery clerks, the gosti, members of the Gostinaia sotnia, and all townsmen
in Moscow and all the other towns are to shave beards and mustaches. If some do not wish
to shave beards and mustaches, and wish to go about in beards and mustaches, they are to
be taxed yearly: courtiers, officials, and all ranks of military servicemen and chancellery
clerks, 60 rubles per person; the gosti and members of the Gostinaia sotnia of the first rank,
100 rubles per person; members of the Gostinaia sotnia of the middle and low ranks who
pay a tenth money [desiatyia dengi, an irregular military tax] of less than 100 rubles, traders
and townsmen, 60 rubles per person; third-rank townsmen, boyars™ servants, coachmen,
cab drivers, and clergymen, except priests and deacons, and all ranks of Moscow residents,
30 rubles per person. The Moscow Police Chancellery is to give such persons a token in re-
ceipt, as will the chancellery houses in the other towns, which tokens they must wear. In the
Moscow Police Chancellery and the chancellery houses, registry and payment books should
be made for this purpose. As for peasants, let a toll of two dengas per beard be collected at
the town gates each time they enter or leave town, and henceforth do not let peasants pass
through town gates, coming or going, without paying this toll. This the great sovereign’s
decree should be sent to all the military governors [voevody] and nailed on the gates of the
towns. <...> Those courtiers, officials, chancellery clerks, and townsmen who wish to go
about in a beard should come to Moscow to the Police Chancellery to obtain a token. And
tokens should be sent from Moscow to the Siberian and White Sea towns.
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Was the decree enforced? The answer is definitely yes. Thus, the de-
cree on beard shaving was sent from the Moscow Police Chancellery to
the town of Ryazhsk on 10 February 1705. A confirmation decree was sent
there on 3 March 1705, and received on 20 March 1705. It ordered that the
decree be announced ‘on many trading days by heralds), nailed to the town
gates, and entered into the book of decrees in the chancellery house, and
that the military governors have it in front of them on their desks so that
it should never be forgotten [PTAITA. ®. 1154. Om. 1. [I. 29. JI. 1-1 06.].
On 12 February 1705, the Moscow Police Chancellery sent the decree on
beard shaving to the Siberian Chancellery [PTAJJIA. ®. 214. Om. 5. [I. 859.
J1.10 06.; PTATTA. ®.199. Om. 1. IToptd. 133. Y. 4. JI. 185, 215; ITaMATHUKA
Cubupckoit ucropuu XVIII Beka, c. 273]. From there, the decree was dis-
tributed to Siberian cities and towns. On 18 April 1705, the decree, instruc-
tions, and 5,000 beard tokens were delivered to Tobol "sk. The decrees and
tokens were then sent to even farther-flung Siberian towns. Hence the de-
crees on beard shaving and German clothing were delivered to Tara on 17
May 1705 [PTAJA. ©.649.Om. 1. [1.1.J1. 4;®. 158. Om. 1. . 130.JI. 1-1 06.].
The decree and 500 beard tokens were received in Eniseisk on 28 July
1705 [PTAIA. @. 199. Om. 1. IToptd. 133. Y. 4. JI. 215-216; [TamaTHUKA
Cubupckoit ucropun XVIII Beka, c. 273-276]. In Tomsk, the decrees were
received on 16 September 1705 [IIlamxos, c. 311], and the decree and 400
copper beard tokens arrived in Irkutsk only on 2 October 1705 [PTAIA.
®. 214. Om. 5. [1. 859. J1. 10 06.— 11].

The cases investigated by the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery also elo-
quently point to the fact that the decree was implemented everywhere.
Thus, on 19 April 1705, in the Trinity-Sergius Monastery village of Du-
brovo in the Murom district, monastery servant Yakov Gnusin was shaving
his beard while peasants were making feed for cattle. Looking at Gnusin,
Boris Petrov said, ‘T would behead the man who ordered beards shaved!” To
which Gnusin replied, ‘Are you in your right mind? Why do speak so? God
deigned it, and the sovereign has decreed that beards be shaved’ [PTAIIA.
®. 371. Om. 1. [1. 305.JI. 7-7 06.]. In July 1705, the Preobrazhenskoe Chan-
cellery investigated the case of Denis Semenov, peasant elder on the estate
of stolnik Egor Yanov in the village of Malye Gorki in the Kostroma district.
While he was in the landlord’s yard ‘before Trinity Sunday” (which fell on
May 27 in 1705), Semenov said, ‘Many of our peasants have been to Mos-
cow, and their breads have all been shaved. But I do not wish to live if my
beard is shaved’ [PTATIA. ®. 371. Om. 1. [1. 325. J1. 4 06.].

In addition, there is plenty of evidence of negative reactions to the de-
cree’s enforcement among the populace of Siberia and the Volga region.
Thus, the decree arrived in the Siberian town of Tara on 17 May 1705. The
military governor, stolnik Mitrofan Vorontsov-Veliaminov, proclaimed
it in public places on several occasions, but the townspeople and district
residents refused to obey it. On 5 June 1705, 500 Tara Cossacks and lesser
nobles (deti boiarskie) came to the chancellery house to declare they would
not shave their mustaches and beards and would not change their dress
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[PTATA. @. 158. Om. 1. [1. 130; PTATA. @. 649. On. 1. [I. 1; TToxpoBckmit,
c. 49-50]. Residents of Tomsk likewise refused to comply with the de-
cree [[amkos, c. 301-322]. But the supreme manifestation of discontent
with the beard shaving decree was the Astrakhan Revolt of 1705-1706
[TonmukoBa, 1975; Akelev, p. 263-266].

There is no doubt, then, that the 1705 beard shaving decree, as pub-
lished in the Complete Collection of Laws of the Russian Empire, was indeed
circulated to all the towns and enforced. But should we deem 1705 the year
when Peter introduced beard shaving in Russia? Or had a general decree
appeared earlier, sometime between 1698 and 17047

* % %

It is well known that the introduction of beard shaving was only one
of a package of measures aimed at Europeanizing the external appear-
ance of Russian subjects. Replacing traditional Russian dress with Western
European clothing was another component [Kupcanosa; Hughes, 2001;
[lTamus, 23-38]. The first decree on wearing Western European clothing
is well known. Published in the Complete Collection of Laws of the Russian
Empire and dated 4 January 1700, it states:

bospoM, U OKOJIBHUYUM, M JYMHBIM OJVDKHVM JIIOZieM, ¥ CTOTBHUKOM,
U CTPAIIYUM, U JBOPAHOM MOCKOBCKUM, U IbAKOM, U KUTbIIOM, U BCEX YMHOB
CIIY>KIJIBIM, U IIPMKa3HBIM, ¥ TOPTOBBIM JIIOfieM, U JIIofieM 6ospckuM, Ha Mo-
CKBe U Ha TOPOJieX HOCUTD IIaThs, BeHIepcKue KadTaHbl — BepXHIE JIHOI0
IO IIOfIBA3KY, @ MCIIOJHMEe KOpOYe BepXHMX TeM e mopobuem. V To martbe,
KTO yCIeeT cieflaTh, HOCUTh ¢ borosBnennesa nHM HbiHemHero 1700 ropa,
a KTO K TOMY JIJHU CfIe/laTh He YCII€eT, U TeM Jie/laThb M HOCUTb, KOHYasA C HbI-
HelHuA ChIPHBIA Heflenm [HCS. T. 4. Ne 1741]3.

Anisimov has suggested that ‘apparently at that time [i.e., in early 1700],
too, the decree came out about shaving beards to the cited categories of the
population [i.e., those mentioned in the decree on western dress]. A sec-
ond degree [on beard shaving] appeared on 16 January 1705’ [Anisimov,
p. 218-219]. Shaskov shared Anisimov’s opinion [[lamkos, c. 301]. The
History of the Swedish War also seemingly points to the simultaneous adop-
tion of decrees on wearing European dress and beard shaving in 1700.
Between accounts of the founding of the Order of St. Andrew and the in-
troduction of the new calendar, the latest edition of the History (compiled,
apparently, in 1726) contains the following passage:

* Boyars, lords-in-waiting, privy councilors, table attendants, crown agents, Moscow
nobles, crown secretaries, court attendants, servitors and chancellery men of all ranks,
trading folk, and boyar men in Moscow and other towns shall wear dress, Hungarian
caftans, the upper garments down to the garter, and the lower garments, shorter than the
upper, in the same fashion; and those who succeed in making this dress shall wear it from
Epiphany of this year 1700, and those who do not succeed by this day shall make and wear
it by this Shrovetide.
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Torna > 3a671aropascyuI CTapuHHOE IJIaThe POCCUIICKOe (KOTopoe ObIIo
HAIof;06ve MOJICKOTO IIJIaThs1) OTMEHNTD, A IOBEJIE/I BCEM CBOMM IO JaHHBIM
HOCUTD II0 00BIUAI0 eBPOIICKUX XPUCTHAHCKUX FOCYAAPCTB, TAKOKAE U 60po-
npt moBestent 6puth [[mcropus Caeiickoil BoiHBL, T. 1, ¢. 201].4

This passage, composed between 1722 and 1723, and later repeatedly
edited, shows that the compilers of the History regarded both measures,
the introduction of European dress and beard shaving, as having been
adopted as the same time as the new calendar at the turn of 1699 and 1700
[Axkenbes, c. 93-97].

But do other records from 1700 corroborate this view?

The 1700 decree on wearing Hungarian caftans, naturally, caused seri-
ous concern among the populace. We know, for example, that as early as
mid-1699, information that the decree was in the works was leaked from
the Moscow chancelleries and provoked great public interest. We find the
following entry for July 1699 in Zheliabuzhskii’s diary:

Ila siBUICS 6BUIO YKa3 0 PpaHI[y3CKOM IIaThe, M TOT YKa3 MHOTHUE CIINChI-
Ba/IM, 1 C TeM YKa30M MHOTVX JIOBWIM M Ha IloTemHblil ;BOp BOAMIN U pac-
CIIpallMBa/IN: T7le OHY TAKOil B3sMM 1 y Koro crmcbiBamu? [MKemsabyxckmit,
. 317-318].°

In one copy of Zheliabuzhskii’s diary, this entry contains a curious
continuation, which for some reason had been crossed out in the manuscript
and hence was not included in the other copies, on which the published
version was based:

... I mo tem pocnpocam pouuio IomecHoro mnpukasy no nopbsgero Ce-
MeHa JKyKOBa, 4TO CIIMCKY SIBUINCH OT HETO ISl TOTO, YTO €My OBUIO BEEHO
0 TOM II/IaThe YIMHUTH BBIINCKY B TOKJIAJ, @ ABIICS TOT YKa3 B HAPOJ IIPEX/ie
nokmagy. Y 3a to emy, Cemeny JKyKkoBy, yurHeHO Haka3aHbsi — OUT KHYTOM
nemaguo [PTAJJA. @. 181. Om. 2. II. 125. J1. 455 06.— 456].°

This entry shows that the 1700 decree on European dress was so remark-
able that information about it had spread around Moscow in July 1699 even
as it was still being drafted in the Moscow Kremlin. Service Land Chan-
cellery clerk Semen Leontevich Zhukov [Becenosckuit, c. 186; [lemnnosa,
c. 198-199], who had been entrusted with making an excerpt for a report

* It was then that [Peter] deigned to abolish the old-fashioned Russian dress (which was
like the Polish dress) and ordered all his subjects to dress in the manner of the European
Christian countries, as well as ordering [them] to shave [their] beards.

* There had appeared a decree on French dress, and many people copied that decree,
and many were caught with this decree and taken to the Mock Court [Poteshnyi dvor] and
questioned where they had got it and from whom they had copied it.

¢ And these inquiries led to Semen Zhukov, a clerk of the Service Land Chancellery. The
copies had come from him, because he had been ordered to make an excerpt for a report
about [the decree on] dress, but the decree had been made public before the report. For
which Semen Zhukov was punished with a merciless whipping.
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on the decree, could not help sharing information about the decree with
colleagues and acquaintances. Consequently, copies of the decree quickly
spread through Moscow, triggering a criminal investigation whose records
I have not been able to find, unfortunately.

When the decree was published, it provoked a lively discussion, which
could not but lead to many incautious statements and, as a consequence,
a number of political investigations and trials. Thus, on 15 February 1700,
three local clergymen in the Shal'sk parish of the Olonets district — priest
Ivan Rodionov, deacon Dmitrii Maksimov, and sexton Efrem Kirilov - dis-
cussed the latest news in the refectory after a church service. We can recon-
struct their conversation, as based on their confessions of guilt (povinnye
chelobitnye), as follows:

Hvauox E¢ppem Kupunos: ‘MSBONMNI Halll Be/IVKUIL TOCYAph JIETOMVICD TN~
carb oT PoxkectBa XpucToBa Thiceya CeMCOTOTO TOfy, fia T/IaTbe HOCUTD Ha
MocKBe BEHTepCKOE'.

Ceauwjennux Mean Poouownos: ‘CIpllan A HbIHE B BOJIOCTY OT IIPOEKUX
jofelt, 6YTTO rocyfapb M3BOWI YOABUTh BEMKOIO IIOCTA HEHE0, a OoC/e
Caarsl [Tacxu B cpefy 1 IATKM MACO U MJIEKO SICTY BO BeChb IOJ.

Hvauox Eppem Kupunos: ‘kax e O6YLyTb TaKye €ro, BEJMKOIO rOCyAaps,
yKas3bl IIPUCIAHbI K HAM B IIOTOCTBI, X OyAyT JIIOAM II0 JIecaM >KUTb U TOpeTb,
s Ie TIOJAY C HUMY >KUTb U TOPETDb TYABI XKe, @ B CPeRy U B ILATKM MACA ACTU
He CTaHy.

Cestuennux Vean Poouonos: ‘BO3MU Jie 1 MeHsI C OO0 TY/BI XKe XXIUTbh
Y TOpEeTD, a Y LepKBM BOXUMX CIy>kKUTh He OYAy: 3HAaTb TO, YTO HbIHE >KUTIE
K KOHILY IPUXOJUT.

Hvaxon [mumpeii Maxcumos: ‘rocyfapb O6yTTo MHOe 6e3 yma LIaBUT
[PTAJA. @. 371. Om. 2. Cr6. 817. J1. 32-36]".

The decree on Hungarian dress was also being discussed in Smolensk
at this time. Ivan Matveev, a clerk in the Smolensk Chancellery Chamber,
came home and told his folk the latest news: ‘A decree of the great sovereign
has been rendered in Moscow: every rank has been ordered to wear Hun-
garian dress. Upon hearing this, his relative Matrena Fedorova said: “That is
not the tsar. When in Moscow the great tsarina gave birth to the tsarevna,
a girl, the girl tsarevna was stolen and switched with him who is now Tsar
Petr Alekseevich. And he is not the tsar; he is of German stock. Because

7 Deacon Efrem Kirilov: ‘Our great sovereign has deigned to count the years from the
Year of Our Lord seventeen hundred and to wear Hungarian dress in Moscow.

Priest Ivan Rodionov: ‘I have heard now in the volost from travelers that the sovereign
has deigned to shorten Lent by a week, and after Easter [to allow] eating of meat and milk
on Wednesdays and Fridays the year round’

Deacon Efrem Kirilov: ‘If such decrees of the great sovereign are sent to our parishes, and
people begin living and burning themselves in the forests, I will go there as well to live and
burn with them, but I will not eat meat on Friday’

Priest Ivan Rodionov: ‘Take me there with you to live and burn, because I will not serve
in God’s church: it seems as if life is coming to an end.

Deacon Dmitrii Maksimov: “The sovereign does sometimes seem to blather thoughtlessly’
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he is not the tsar, he is replacing the Russian dress’ [PTAJIA. ®. 371. Om. 2.
Cr6. 822.JI. 1-2; @. 6. Om. 1. [I. 14].

From these and other cases handled by the Preobrazhenskoe Chancel-
lery in 1700-01, it follows that the 1700 decree on Hungarian dress caused
serious concern among the Russian populace and was vigorously discussed
in many Russian towns [PTAJA. @. 371. Om. 2. C16. 819; Cr6. 884; Cr6.
934; Cr6. 1021]. However, we find no mention of beard shaving decrees
in these case files and certain other sources. Thus, among the records of
Peter the Great’s personal chancellery is preserved a letter to the tsar from
pribylshchik (seeker of new revenues) A. A. Kurbatov, dated 20 March 1700,
in which Kurbatov writes:

B cOCTOsITENIbHBIX TBOMX TOCYAAPEBbIX MMSHHBIX YKa3eX 0 KaTaHaX BeH-
TePCKUX U O TIPEMEHEHMN HOXKEN U O MPOTYMX HAPO[AYU BO MCIIOTHEHNN TOTO
SIKOOBI 0CTTA0€BAIOT, YAI0T TOMY OBITh IO-IIpeXKHeMY. V exxenu B BOIU TBOEN
FOCYZiapeBOII IIOJIOXKIICS, YTO TeM yKa3aM ObITh BIIPE/b HEPYIINMO COCTOSITEN-
HBIM, 6TarOBOJIN, TOCYAApPh, Ype3 CaMofiep)KaBHOe TBOE ITOBEJIEHIE Te COCTO-
SIBIIMSICSL YKa3bl IOFHOBUTH BTOPUYIHO, XOTSI, TOCYAAPb, IO BUAOM I CTPAXa,
[abbI U BIIPEb MMSHHBIX TBOVX TOCYAAPEBbIX YKa30B B CKOPOM VICIIOJTHEHU
He npeHe6peramm [PTAJA. ®. 9. Om. 2. Otp. 2. K. 1. JI1. 103].8

We should note that Kurbatov makes no mention of the beard shaving
decree in this letter, either. We would imagine that had the beard shav-
ing decree been promulgated along with the decree on Hungarian caftans,
rumors about it would certainly have quickly spread around Russia, and
this would definitely have been reflected in the records of political trials
and other sources. However, in 1700, nothing was known about the beard
shaving decree in the Shal'sk parish of the Olonets district or Smolensk or
even in Moscow.

Unfortunately, however, the issue raised in the title of this article cannot
be regarded as finally solved at this point. After analyzing a great number
of case files from the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery, Esipov concluded that
‘these cases... confirm the assumption that a general order on beard shav-
ing existed earlier than 1705’ [Ecumos, c. 174]. After studying the entire
corpus of documents from the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery for the period
1698-1705, I can confirm that Esipov’s conclusion is not ungrounded.

In 1703, the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery investigated a case involving
monks, from the Simonov Monastery in Moscow, who were suspected of
promoting texts on the prohibition against beard shaving. The investigation
found that Petr Konarkhist, cell attendant of the monastery’s abbot, had
in December 1702 personally compiled a miscellany of ‘sundry edifying

¢ The people have been feeble, as it were, in executing your sovereign personal decrees
on Hungarian caftans and the use of knives and other matters, wishing things to be as they
were. And if it is your sovereign will that these decrees be inviolably fulfilled, deign, sire,
that by your autocratic command these same decrees should be renewed again, albeit, sire,
under threat of punishment and lest in future the swift execution of your personal sovereign
decrees be neglected.
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things... to be read to cure gloom. He included an article on the prohibition
against beard shaving excerpted from a printed edition of the Kormchaia
Book he had taken from the abbot’s cell. Before Christmas, Konarkhist gave
the unbound miscellany to Hierodeacon Iessei Shosh to correct according
to the rules, ‘one article after another, as decently as possible’ and write ‘a
laudatory preface’. Several days later, Shosh heard a conversation between
Hierodeacon Irinarkh, the monastery’s librarian, and the monastery’s for-
mer treasurer Feodosii in the monastery refectory. Feodosii asked Irinarkh
to find him a copy of the Kormchaia Book with the prohibition against
beard shaving. The monk explained he was interested because the monks
and laymen who came to him for confession often confessed to the sin of
beard shaving. He needed to find out what rule applied to such transgres-
sions. The librarian replied by giving a wave of his hand and saying: ‘It’s
not a matter for nowadays’! Hearing this conversation, Iessei approached
Feodosii and told him he had such a book. Feodosii asked him to bring it
to his cell. The same evening, Iessei brought the book to Feodosii’s cell and
showed him the article, excerpted from the Kormchaia Book, containing
the prohibition against beard shaving. According to Iessei, Feodosii asked
him to allow him to copy this text, but he would not do this, explaining:
‘Nowadays beards are shaved by the sovereign’s decree and thus he would
not venture to let Feodosii copy it' [PTAIJA. ®. 371. Om. 1. Y. 1. [I. 42.
JI. 2, 4-4 06., 6 06.]. In another of his testimonies, Iessei, while trying to
explain exactly when the conversation between Feodosii and the librarian
had taken place, once again mentioned the beard shaving decree:

...B mpouwtoM jie 1702 roxy nepen PosxecTBoM XpUCTOBBIM, a B KOTOPOM
Mecslle U 9ICIIe, He YIIOMHUT, IIOC/IE TOT0, KaK CMMOHOBCKMM CITyraM II0Ya/in
6puTh 60pONDL, a IO KaKoMy yKasy, He BefjaeT [PTAJJA. ®. 371. Om. 1. Y. 1.
1. 42.71. 8 06.]°.

Note that Iessei learned about the beard shaving decree because in De-
cember 1702, before Christmas, the monastery servants, who guarded the
monastery and the convicts who were held there, began to have their beards
shaved. The monk knew no further details regarding this decree.

In addition to mentioning the beard shaving decree, this case is also
noteworthy because of the way Prince Fedor Romodanovskii, head of the
Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery, reacted to it. When explaining why he had
excerpted the prohibition against beard shaving, Konarkhist was forced
by Romodanovskii to answer the following questions. Had he spoken to
anyone about the prohibition against beard shaving by way of reproach-
ing him? Had he ordered anyone to copy out the prohibition? Had he in-
tended to publish the article and rebuke beard shavers? [PTAITA. ®. 371.
Omn. 1. Y. 1. 1. 42. J1. 4 06.]. In October 1703, Iessei Shosh and Konarkhist

° [It was] in the previous year, 1702, before Christmas, but in which month and at what
date, he does not remember; [it was] after they had begun shaving the beards of the Simonov
[monastery] servants, but upon what decree, he does not know.
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were defrocked in preparation for torture and given the lay names Prokofei
and Ivan; in November 1703, they were tortured on three occasions. In-
vestigators attempted to find out what to what end and at whose insistence
Prokofei had excerpted articles from the Kormchaia Book in his miscellany
[PTAA. ®. 371. Om. 1. Y. 1. [I. 42. JI. 26-27]. Prince Romodanovskii thus
saw the danger that the text could be used to undermine the state’s author-
ity. He suspected Konarkhist of having published the prohibition in order
to rebuke people who were now shaving their breads, as well as of conspir-
ing with other malefactors.

Prince Romodanovskii harbored similar suspicions towards Nizhny
Novgorod barge hauler (burlak) Andrei Ivanov, who in December 1704 ar-
rived in Moscow and announced that he had come on a matter of great im-
portance to the tsar. At the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery, Ivanov declared
he had come to tell the tsar that he was acting wrongly by destroying the
Christian faith and ordering the shaving of beards, the wearing of German
dress, and the use of tobacco. Beard shaving, said Ivanov, was addressed in
the Sobornoe Ulozhenie (the 1649 legal code), where it was also written,
allegedly, that anyone who wore foreign (inozemskoe) dress would be con-
demned, although Ivanov did not know where exactly this had been writ-
ten because he was illiterate. In the olden days, anyone who used tobacco
was punished by having his nose cut, he said. Ivanov had no acquaintances
in Moscow, and no one had sent him to deliver this message to the tsar.
He had come on his own because many townsmen were ‘shaving [their]
beards, wearing German dress, and using tobacco’ in Nizhny Novgorod as
well, and he had to come so that the tsar would order everything changed.
Aside from this, Ivanov had no other business with the tsar. Ivanov was
tortured at the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery and asked who his co-con-
spirators were. Who had sent him to Moscow and urged him to denounce
the tsar? After being tortured, Ivanov died at the chancellery [PTAJIA.
®. 371.Om. 1. Y. 1. [I. 245. JI. 1-2 06.].

Prince Romodanovskii’s tough response in these cases could not be
accidental. There is evidence that incidents of public protests against the
widespread practice of beard shaving did indeed take place in Russia be-
tween 1699 and 1704. Authorities regarded these protests as extreme mani-
festations of disloyalty to the tsar.

In 1700, the Military Chancellery (Razriadnyi prikaz) investigated the
posting of several leaflets against beard shaving in public places. The first
such leaflet was discovered, posted on a cross, seven miles from Trinity-
Sergius Monastery on the road to Moscow, on 27 May 1700. On 1 June
1700 and 18 June 1700, respectively, identical leaflets were discovered on
the gates of the Michael the Archangel Monastery in Yuryev-Polsky and the
town of Suzdal [PTAITA. ®. 210. Om. 13. C16. 1741.J1. 1-2, 6-7, 21]. Unfor-
tunately, the leaflet itself has not been preserved in the case files. We know
it was sent to the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery on 11 August 1700, but a
search for the case file among the chancellery’s records has proved fruitless.
Nevertheless, we can get some sense of the leaflet’s contents on the basis
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of indirect evidence. When the leaflet found on 18 June 1700 was brought
to military governor Vasilii Islenev at the Suzdal chancellery house, he or-
dered it read aloud. During the reading, Fedor Mikhailov, a clerk at the
chancellery house, suddenly exclaimed: “The bishop and archbishop of Tver
were also going to announce the same!” When interrogated, the clerk testi-
fied that several years before he had heard from treasurer Iona Vologotskii
that the metropolitan of Suzdal had urged the bishops to go to the tsar
and plead (bit’ chelom) with him ‘not to shave beards’ [PTAITIA. ®. 210.
Om. 13. Cr6. 1741. JI. 37-38]. It is clear that the leaflet also called for
a similar plea to the tsar ‘not to shave beards’. Most likely, this appeal was
addressed to military servicemen, and hence the Military Chancellery con-
ducted the investigation.

As we can see, case files from political criminal investigations and trials
during the period 1700-04 testify to the fact that the practice of beard shav-
ing was spreading, and that a segment of the populace reacted adversely
to it. And yet it would seem the same case files from the Preobrazhenskoe
Chancellery during the period 1698-1704 show no evidence of the forcible
introduction of beard shaving through decrees, fines, and prosecutions, as
we see in many cases from 1705. To confirm this, I will examine one more
such case.

In July 1701, the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery investigated a case sub-
mitted from the town of Romanov on 30 March 1701. The incident had
taken place during Easter Week 1700. Vikula Fedorov, a priest at the Trinity
Church, had been making the rounds of houses with icons and perform-
ing prayer services. It was then that he performed prayers at the house of
his spiritual son, the soldier Parfenka Nikiforov, son of Kokorev. The sol-
dier was beardless: as Nikiforov explained, he had begun shaving his beard
while serving in the army outside of Azov [PTAJTA. ®. 371. Om. 2. Cr6. 920.
JI. 2, 16]. When those present at the service came to kiss the cross, Fedorov
and Nikiforov had an interesting exchange, which can be reconstructed
in detail by comparing the testimonies of the defendants and witnesses in
the case. Fedorov rebuked his spiritual child: “‘Why have you shaven your
beard? You should have better asked me, because you are my spiritual son’
(it is important to note that the priest himself admitted to saying this, and
the witnesses confirmed it) [PTAJA. ®@. 371. Om. 2. Cr6. 920. JI. 12-15].
Nikiforov attempted to justify himself: “The boyars and princes in Mos-
cow now shave [their] beards, because the great sovereign so deigned it’
[PTATA. @. 371. Om. 2. C16. 920. JI. 16]. One witness conveyed Nikiforov’s
reply slightly differently: “The sovereign does not now forbid us to shave
[our] beards’ [PTAJJA. @. 371. Om. 2. Cr6. 920. JI. 12]. Nikiforov claimed
that Fedorov responded by calling him an enemy and infidel (basurma-
nin), and saying something offensive about the tsar: “‘What a mind the great
sovereign has. He is a madman like you are’ But the witnesses did not cor-
roborate the claim that Fedorov had made offensive remarks about the tsar,
and later, at the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery, Nikiforov himself confessed
he had defamed the priest because he had been drunk [PTAJA. ®. 371.
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Om. 2. Cr6. 920. JI. 16]. The judgment in the case was even more curious.
On 31 July 1701, after listening to the particulars of the case, Prince Ro-
modanovskii ordered the slanderer Nikiforov sent to the Military Chan-
cellery for reassignment to the service and Fedorov released from the
Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery and given a letter vouchsafing his freedom
[PTATA. ®. 371. Om. 2. Cr6. 920. JI. 29]. This case clearly shows there was
still no general ban on wearing beards in 1701. Otherwise, a priest who had
rebuked his spiritual charge for beard shaving would have not gone unpun-
ished and been released so easily from the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery
on Prince Romodanovskii’s personal order.

The following picture thus emerges from the cases investigated by the
Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery between 1699 and 1704. There is no evi-
dence there was a general ban on beard shaving during the period. At the
same time, however, these same cases indicate that the practice of beard
shaving was widespread in Russia at the time. People encountered shaven
men more and more often. Thus, soldier Parfenka Nikiforov, who had re-
turned from military service outside Azov to the town of Romanovin 1701,
had taken up the habit of shaving during his time in the army. In 1702, a
number of laymen and even monks confessed the sin of beard shaving to
an elder at the Simonov Monastery in Moscow. In Nizhny Novgorod in
1704, many townsmen were ‘shaving [their] beards, wearing German dress,
and using tobacco. Rumors that ‘boyars and princes in Moscow now shave
[their] beards) the ‘great sovereign so deigned it’ and ‘does not now forbid
us to shave’ had penetrated the most remote corners of Muscovy.

Scholars have long noted that the fashion for beard shaving had begun
to spread through Russia well before Peter’s reforms. For example, accord-
ing to The Life of the Archpriest Avvakum by Himself, in 1648, Avvakum re-
buked Matvei, son of boyar Vasilii Sheremetev and a future famous military
governor who then held the rank of cup-bearer (chashechnik), for beard
shaving [JKurtne nmporonoma AsBakyma, c. 62]. This example shows that
beard shaving was even then fashionable among young noblemen. Shamin
reasonably assumes that Tsar Fedor Alekseevich was quite sympathetic to
beard shaving [IITamuH, c. 34]. Indeed, the fashion for beard shaving among
Russian courtiers in the 1680s and 1690s is borne out by contemporary
portraits (parsuny), in which beards are almost absent, but a number of
people quite close to the throne are portrayed with bare, clean-shaven chins
[Pyccxuit nctopmdeckuii moprpet. Onoxa mapcyssi]. The fashion for beard
shaving was, apparently, so widespread among townspeople by the 1690s
that Patriarch Adrian was compelled to appeal to the flock to stop shav-
ing their beards [Ecunos, npu., c. 64-72]. But in the years 1698-1704 the
process was, seemingly, significantly accelerated thanks to Peter the Great.

It is well known that immediately after returning from the Grand Em-
bassy, the tsar began forcibly depriving top officials of their beards. Peter
either shaved the boyars’ beards himself or ordered jesters and barbers to
do it. Diplomatic dispatches by Christoph Ignaz von Guarient, Imperial
ambassador, and the diary of his secretary, Johann Korb, attest that im-
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mediately after returning from the Grand Embassy in August 1698, the
tsar began forcibly removing the beards of state officials [Ycrpsos, T. 3,
¢. 621-623; Korb, p. 155-157]. Forcible beard shaving subsequently became
a regular feature of Peter’s court. Thus, describing the New Year’s celebra-
tions on 1 September 1698, Korb remarks: ‘Nor could the irksome offices
of the barber check the festivities of the day, though it was well known he
was enacting the part of jester by appointment at the Czar’s court. It was
of evil omen to make show of reluctance as the razor approached the chin,
and was to be forthwith punished with a boxing on the ears. In this way, be-
tween mirth and the wine-cup, many were admonished by this insane ridi-
cule to abandon the olden guise’ [Korb, p. 160]. Visiting Moscow in 1702,
Cornelis de Bruyn mentioned the same thing: the tsar’s barbers could cut
off anyone’s beard at the tsar’s table and anywhere else [[le Bpyns, c. 92].

So, gradually there were fewer and fewer bearded faces among Peter’s reti-
nue. But should we imagine that all these forcible beard shavings at court tes-
tify to the fact that the beard shaving decree had already been issued in 1698?
Many historians have answered this question in the affirmative. For example,
Sergei Chizhov writes, ‘it should be admitted that the reform occurred im-
mediately after the tsar’s return from his voyage, that is, in September 1698,
and the beard shaving reform, in particular, occurred earlier than the dress
reform, not vice versa, as might have been supposed when considering the
decrees included in the Collection of Laws’ [UwxoB, c. 333].

In 1871, Esipov found a document among the archives of the Armory
Chamber that seemingly corroborated this hypothesis. The copy of a per-
sonal decree by Peter the Great reads as follows:

B HpiHenmHeM B 207-M rofjy OKTAOpA B ... IeHb BEIMKUI TOCYAAph, Lapb
" BenuKuil kHA3b [leTp AnexceeBny, Bcea Benukua u Maneia u benbisa Po-
CUM caMOfiepiKel], yKasas 10 MMAHHOMY CBOEMY, BEMKOTO TOCy/iaps, YKasy
B CepeOpeHOIl IoyiaTe 3[e/1aTh YIC KPACHOI Mey IIATHATLATD THICAYb [EBATDH
COT TPM YeXa, a Ha HUX Ha OfJHOJI CTOpOHe OOPOJiAHbIe IIPU3HAKI, a Ha APYToi
CTOpOHe HalleyaTaHbl CJIOBA: ABECTI CEIMOIL TOfT. A, 3[ie/IaB Te YeXy, OTOC/IATh
B [IpeobpaskeHCKOII ITPpKKa3 BO O/IVDKHEMY CTONMHUKY KHA310 Penopy IOppeBn-
410 PoMOlaHOBCKOMY C TOBaphIIy. A 4TO Ha /Ie/IO TeX Y€XOB, Ha Meflb M MacTe-
POBBIM JIIO[IeM Ha KOPMOBYIO JIa4I0 ¥ Ha BCAKME TIPUIIACHI [IeHET U3OMJIET, 1 Te
menryu B3ATh uc [Tpeobpaskenckoro npukasy [PTAITA. @. 396. Om. 1. [I. 33560.
JI. 1; COOpHUK BBINMCOK 13 apxuBHBIX Oymar o Ilerpe Bemmxowm, T. 1, c. 166;
Hemmeny, c. 5; Pygenko, c. 19]'.

' On the ... day of October of this year [7]207, the great sovereign, tsar and grand
duke Petr Alekseevich, autocrat of All the Russias, Great and Little and White, has issued a
personal sovereign decree to make fifteen thousand nine hundred and three cheques [cheki]
from copper in the Silver Chamber; there should be beard signs on one side of them, and
on the other, the words “year two hundred and seven” should be printed. After the cheques
are made, they should be sent to the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery to the stolnik Prince
Fedor Iurevich Romodanovskii and company. And all the money for making the cheques,
for copper, for victuals for the workmen, and other supplies should be taken from the Preo-
brazhenskoe Chancellery.
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As the text makes clear, the decree deals with the manufacture
of 15,903 copper tokens, with ‘beard signs’ stamped on one side and the
phrase ‘year two hundred and seven’ on the other. The State Hermitage
Museum has the only extant specimen of the 1698/1699 beard token.
Its authenticity is debatable, but it closely resembles the ‘cheques’ de-
scribed in the decree [YmxoB, c. 336-337; [lemMenun, c. 4-5; Pygenko,
c. 15-16, 102-103]. Based on this evidence, Chizhov concludes that
the ‘reform of beards and dress not only already existed in 1698, but
had even undergone a further development at this time: the permission
to wear a beard on condition of paying a duty for it, in witness
of which beard tokens or “cheques”, as they are named in the decree,
were to be issued’ [YmxkoB, c. 335].

The decree, however, leaves us with more puzzles than answers. Why
did Peter order the minting of such an exact number of tokens (15,903)?"
For whom were they intended? Was the decree implemented? Why was
the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery ordered to implement it? If the decree
existed not only on paper, why has only one token, whose authentic-
ity is in any case still questioned by many experts, survived? Mikhail
Demmeni, who first published the 1698 beard tokens decree, doubted
whether it had been fully implemented [[Jemmenn, c. 4]. I have also
been unable to find any traces in the records of the Preobrazhenskoe
Chancellery of its having been implemented. There is no mention of
the beard fee in the political case files for the period 1698-1704. On the
contrary, there is some evidence that beard shaving was not obligatory
even for courtiers at this time. Thus, in 1700, Grigorii Talitskii testified
that the boyar prince Ivan Ivanovich Khovanskii had once asked him:
‘They are shaving beards. What should I do if they shave my beard?’
During his first interrogation, Khovanskii admitted he had indeed said
this [PTAJA. ®@. 7. Om. 1. [I. 1348. JI. 12 06.- 13]. It follows from his
testimony that Khovanskii had continued to wear a beard. It is unlikely
he was wearing a beard only because he had paid the tax. If he had paid
it, why would he have been afraid that his beard could be shaved off at
any moment?

The fact that even people in court circles wore beards in the years
1698-1704 is borne out, evidently, by the 1705 decree on beard shaving,
which ordered that Moscow courtiers, in particular, should have their
mustaches and beards shaved. If they refused, courtiers, military offic-
ers, and chancellery officials had to pay a 60-ruble yearly fee in exchange
for beard tokens [IIC3. T. 4. Ne 2015]. It is interesting that beard shaving
is first mentioned in Zheliabuzhskii’s diary only in 1704, although there
are repeated mentions of the drafting and promulgation of the decree on
dress in the entries for 1699-1700:

"' . V. Rudenko, a numismatist, convincingly accounted for the odd number of beard
tokens in this document (15903 pieces): probably, this was the calculated number of 1.03
gram tokens that could be produced from one pood (16.38 kilograms) of copper. The only
surviving beard token from 1698/1699 weighs 1.05 grams [Pyznenxo, c. 16].
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VBan [Tanwnios ceit HaymoB Ha cMOTpe 6uT 6aToramiu HelagHo 3a TO, 4TO
y Hero 60pofia 1 yCbl He BBIOPUTHL. VI OC/Ie CMOTPY MM, BOEBOJaM, ObLIa CKa3-
Ka, YT06 y HUX BIpefib 60POJI 1 YCOB He ObITIO, a y KOro OyneT, 1 TeM OyfeT rHeB
[Kemsibyskckmii, ¢. 346-347]*%

It transpires that until 1704, military servicemen could report for in-
spections wearing beards because there had been no special decrees to this
effect. But at the same time, apparently, the authorities disapproved of the
wearing of beards. Especially among military servicemen, wearing a beard
was regarded as a sign of disloyalty to the tsar.

In this regard, it is also important to note that Prince Boris Kurakin
mentions the reforms to dress and beard shaving in his autobiography.
However, he writes about the 1700 decree on Hungarian dress in a chap-
ter dealing with the events of the twenty-second year of his life, that is,
1697-1698:

Toro » rofa cOCTOSICS yKa3 HOCUTD IIaThe BeHrepckoe. V morom, ciy-
CTs1 IIO/ITOfiA, COCTOSICA YKa3 HOCUTD IUIAThE, MYXCKOe I >KEHCKOe, HeMELIKOe.
W pyst Toro 6pUIM BEIOPAHBI 10 BOPOTAM Lie/IOBAIbHUKY, 4YTO6 CMOTPETD TOTO,
¥ C IPOTMBHIKOB I10 yKa3y Opaji MOLUIMHY JJeHbraMI, a TAKKe IIaThe pesa-
mt u gpamy. OgHAKO XX Ypes TPy oAy Hacuty ycTaBunuch [Kypakns, c. 257]%.

I should note that there is some chronological inaccuracy in this part
of Kurakin’s autobiography: in this same chapter on 1697-1698, Kurakin
discusses the introduction of stamped paper, the establishment of the Privy
Chancellery under Nikita Zotov’s leadership, and the Moscow fire of 1701.
And yet he correctly dates the beard shaving decree to 1705:

Toro »e rofia yKas cocTosicsi 6puTh 60pOJLI, 1 Hauamm OpUTh BCe BO BCEM
rocynapcrse. A OyaeT KTo He T0X04eT 6pUTb, Ha FOf| ITaTUTh 30 pyOiieB B Ka3-
Hy [Kypaknus, c. 273]".

Evaluating all this evidence, one is inclined to conclude that the 1698
beard tokens decree was not implemented, and that the general order to
shave beards, despite the fact that courtiers were forced to shave regularly,
should be dated only to 1705.

12 Ivan Danilov, Naumov’s son, was mercilessly cudgeled at muster because his beard
and mustache had not been shaved. And after the inspection, they, the military officers [vo-
evody], were told that henceforth they should not have beards and mustaches, and those
who did would be punished.

3 The same year, the decree on Hungarian dress was issued. And then, six months later,
the decree to wear German dress, men’s and women’s, was issued. To this end, tax collectors
[tseloval'niki] were chosen to keep watch at the gates, and they took a fee in money from
those who opposed the decree, and also cut and tore their clothing. However, they had bare-
ly established themselves after three years.

' The same year, a decree on beard shaving was issued, and they began shaving everyone
throughout the realm. And those not willing to shave had to pay 30 rubles a year to the
treasury.
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However, there is yet another document that upsets all these conclu-
sions. In 1858, Ustrialov published a report, dated 24 January 1701, sent by
the Austrian envoy Pleyer to Emperor Leopold I, which includes the fol-
lowing passage: ‘here a tax on beards has also been established [according
to which] a nobleman or rich man can keep his beard for 50 rubles, that is,
100 reichsthalers, a commoner, for 2 grivnas, that is, 20 kopecks, and if he
does not have this amount of money, his beard has to be cut. In my humble
opinion (since many are willing to give up not just 50 rubles but their own
heads if only to keep their beards) it will bring [the treasury] large sums of
money’ [YcTpanos, T. 4, 4. 2, . 552]".

This document raises a number of questions. If the tax really had been
established in 1701, why it is not mentioned elsewhere, such as Zheliabu-
zhskii’s diary or Kurakins autobiography? Why it is not mentioned in the
records of the political investigations conducted by the Preobrazhenskoe
Chancellery? Why has not a single beard token from 1701 survived, while
those from 1705 are quite common? [Ymxos, c. 339; Pyaenko, c. 16-17,
106-121].

The records of the Moscow Police Chancellery, which handled the im-
plementation of the decrees on European dress and beard shaving [IIC3.
T. 4. Ne 1999; Ne 2015.], would help in finally solving the riddle of when
beard shaving was introduced in Russia. Unfortunately, however, its archive
has been almost completely lost. RGADA has a mere 72 case files from
the Moscow Police Chancellery, none of them containing information on
our subject [LleHTpanbHBIN TOCYTapCTBEHHBIN apPXUB JPEBHNUX aKTOB, T. 1,
c. 55-56; PTAJTA. @. 231. Om. 1].

Happily, my search for Moscow Police Chancellery records in other ar-
chives has been more successful. On 14 March 1701, Peter the Great per-
sonally ordered the chancelleries to prepare monthly account statements
and submit them to the Privy Chancellery [Mnmokos, c. 83]. A collection
of these monthly and annual statements from the various chancelleries for
the period 1701-1714, statements that were deposited in the archive of
the Privy Chancellery, are now kept at RGADA in the Armory Chamber
archive [PTAJA. @. 396. Omn. 3]'*. Among these records are the monthly
and yearly statements of the Moscow Police Chancellery for 1701-1708
[PTATA. @. 396. Om. 3. K. 26, 79, 112, 129, 145, 168]. They help us to trace
how the decrees on European dress and beard shaving were implemented
during this period.

A so-called caftan duty is mentioned among the neokladnye items of
income in the account statements of the Moscow Police Chancellery for
1701-1704 [PTAIA. @. 396. Omn. 3. Ku. 26. JI. 12, 14, 15, 17, 24, 26, 29, 33,
36 06., 39 06., 42 00., 45,48, 51, 54, 57; Ku. 79. J1. 2 06., 7 06., 14 06., 21 06.,
28 06., 36, 43 06., 49, 53 06., 59 06., 66, 72, 173, 180 06., 187, 198, 204, 211,

15T thank Petr Prudovskii for his help in translating this document.

!¢ P.N. Miliukov based on Privy Chancellery documents stored in the State Archive of
the Russian Empire (now RGADA f.19). He did not have access to the Armory Chamber
account books I analyze here [Murokos, ¢. 80-81, 83].
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217 06., 225, 231 06., 238 06., 244, 250]. In some cases, this item is identi-
fied as a ‘Caftan duty on non-stipulated [neukaznyi] dress’ In 1701, annual
income from this source was 1,151 rubles [PTATA. ®@. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 26.
J1.19 06.]; in 1702, it dropped to 428 rubles [PTAZTA. ®. 396. Om. 3. KH. 26.
JI. 62]; in 1703, it increased to 464 rubles [PTAJJA. ®. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 79.
JI. 82 06.]; and in 1704, it increased even more, to 531 rubles [PTAJIA.
®. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 79. JI. 260]. In January 1705, a new irregular source of
income appeared on the Moscow Police Chancellery’s books: a duty ‘on
beards’ In 1705, the sum collected from the duty on beards was 4,040 rubles
[PTAIA. @. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 112. JI. 86]. In the account statements, this in-
come item is placed next to the item listed as ‘caftan duty on non-stipulated
dress’ which, beginning in July 1705, was split into ‘on non-stipulated dress
in Moscow’ and ‘on dress as well, as reported from the towns’ [PTAIIA.
®.396.0m.3.Kn. 112.J1. 3,11 06.,16 06.,24 06., 35 06.,41 06.,47 06., 54 06.,
60 06., 65 06., 72-72 06., 79 06.]. In January 1706, the beard duty income
item was likewise split into ‘on beards in Moscow’ and ‘on beards, as re-
ported from the towns. Moreover, the latter was combined with the item
‘duty on dress and saddles, as reported from the towns’ [PTAJTIA. ®. 396.
Om. 3. Ku. 129. JI. 2 06.]. For example, the November 1706 account state-
ment contains the following entry:

Heoxmagubix [cTareit goxopnal.
<>
C HeyKasHOro IJIaTbig MOCKOBCKOro c6opy: 17 py6res 20 anTbIH.
3 6opop — 17 py6rieB 7 anThIH 2 NEHBIN.
ITo ornuckaM 13 TOpPOAOB ¢ IUIaThsA U 3 6opox — 32 pyOmu 23 anrbiHa
4 nenbru [PTATA. @. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 129. J1. 77 06.]".

In the annual account statement for 1706, however, all the items — the
duties on dress, beards, and saddles in Moscow and the towns — were
merged into a single item: ‘On non-stipulated dress, beards, and saddles in
Moscow and from the towns as dispatched: 4,670 rubles, 15 altyns, 2 den-
gas’ [PTAJJA. @. 396. Om. 3. K. 129. JI. 90].

Sent from the various chancelleries to the Privy Chancellery, the month-
ly account statements for 1701-06 unambiguously show that if the January
1701 beard duty decree mentioned in Pleyer’s report really did exist, it was
not implemented. Probably Pleyer reported rumors and hearsay about the
possible introduction of a law on beard shaving rather than referring to a
certifiable fact. In any case, the relevant income item for the duty on beards
appeared only in 1705 in connection with implementation of the 16 Janu-
ary 1705 beard shaving decree. In addition to monthly account statements

17 Neokladnye [income items]:

<>

Duty on non-stipulated dress in Moscow: 17 rubles, 20 altyns

On beards: 17 rubles, 7 altyns, 2 dengas

On non-stipulated dress and beards, as reported from the towns: 32 rubles, 23 altyns,
4 dengas.
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from the Moscow Police Chancellery of 1701-1708, which have undergone
detailed scrutiny, I also studied the 1701 financial accounts of the Preobraz-
henskoe Chancellery, Military Chancellery, Foreign Affairs Chancellery
(Posol skii prikaz), Investigative Chancellery (Sysknoi prikaz), Monasterial
Chancellery (Monastyrskii prikaz), Palace Chamber of Justice (Dvortsovyi
sudnyi prikaz), the War Affairs Chancellery (Prikaz voennykh del), and the
Great Treasury (Prikaz Bol 'shoi kazny) (PTAIIA. ®. 396. Om. 3. Ku. 1, 5-8,
11, 13, 16, 26, 31, 79, 112, 129, 145, 168). Income from a levy on beards is
not mentioned in any of these sources.

* % %

The answer to the question posed by this article’s title cannot, evi-
dently, be too simple. Our primary conclusion should be that beard shav-
ing was gradually introduced in Russia. It was conceived by the Peter the
Great, apparently, during his Grand Embassy or immediately afterwards.
In late August-September 1698, men from Peter’s inner circle under-
went a comic beard shaving, a procedure described in Korb’s diary and
Guarient’s reports. It was then that Peter hatched plans for prohibiting the
wearing of beards among a portion of the populace. This is indicated by
the tsar’s October 1698 personal decree on the minting of 15,903 copper
beard tokens, as preserved among the records of the Armory Chamber.
This plan was not implemented, however. Beard tokens were not minted
in this particular quantity, and a formal prohibition on wearing beards
apparently did not exist until the decree of January 1705, although local
orders on beard shaving for military servicemen could have been issued
between 1701 and 1704.

Why did Peter decide not to implement his plan for comprehensive
beard shaving in 1698? Perhaps he was aware that his Russian subjects
were not ready for this decree. 1700, nevertheless, saw the promulgation
of the decree on European dress, which was widely discussed. Despite the
assumption made by some historians, we should note that the beard shav-
ing decree was not issued at the same time as the decree on European dress.
This is borne out by the records of the Preobrazhenskoe Chancellery and
the account statements of the Moscow Police Chancellery.

At the same time, the period 1699-1704 witnessed the rapid spread of
a fashion for beard shaving among military servicemen, townsmen, and
even clergymen. Obviously, Peter had to have been aware of this, and by
late 1704 he had already decided the ground had been sufficiently pre-
pared for a general prohibition on wearing beards. Hence, in early 1705,
a decree on beard shaving was issued that applied to all townspeople
except the clergy. And yet Peter demonstrated a fair amount of flexibility
on this point: when it became evident the decree had provoked great re-
sentment in the towns of Siberia and the Volga, it was partially repealed
[Akelev, p. 266-270].
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